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Opener’s rebid with a minimum
What do we do as the opener after
our partner makes a negative dou-
ble? This month, we will assume
opener has a minimum (up to about
15 total points). If you are familiar
with “opener’s rebid” in general, this
will be an easy topic. Opener bids
naturally after partner’s negative
double. With a balanced hand (and
the opponent’s suit stopped), he
rebids notrump. With at least 5-4
distribution, he rebids in his second
suit, With a six-card or longer suit, he
rebids his suit.
Here are some examples for opener:
After 14-(19)-Dbl-(Pass) ?
(Recall from February that part-
ner’s negative double guarantees
exactly four spades.)

AQ1087 WJ42 ¥KQ87 #KQ:
14 (four spades and a minimum).
AQ108 ¥YQJ2 ¥KJ87 &K J2:

INT (balanced minimum with the
opponent’s suit stopped).

AK2 WJ2 ¢AQ1087 K876:

2+ (natural, minimum; no, the dou-
bler didn’t promise clubs).

AMA5 ¥Q32 €AJ10876 +Q2:

24 (six-plus diamonds, minimum).

What if opener is balanced with-
out the opponent’s suit stopped? For
example, on the auction above, opener
holds:

AO62 VY875 ¢AK107 «A J10.

There is no good answer here. Some
authors say that a stopper is manda-
tory, others can live with rebidding
notrump as a better lie than lying
about shape. I have no strong feelings
other than to try not to hold such a
hand.
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Bidding Basics

After 1¢%—(14)-Dbl-(Pass) ?
AK2 VYQ54 Q43 #AJ1076:
INT (balanced minimum with their
suit stopped).
AM3762 V2 K2 SHAKJI765:
2¢% (minimum with 6+ clubs).
M2 YVAQ107 465 »Q10872:
2¥ (minimum with four hearts; no,
this is not considered areverse - it is
like raising a 1¥ response to 2¥).
After 19-(3¢)-Dbl-(Pass) ?
AQ2 VYQB8765 ®AQJI2 #Q2:

3¢ (natural minimum; no, the dou-
bler didn’t promise diamonds).

AK4 VAKQJ2 #4654 &732:

3¥ (natural minimum, “promising”
six hearts, but sometimes you have to
find the best lie).

AMQL1076 YAQT765 SKJ2 &2:

3# (natural, minimum, not consid-
ered areverse).

AKJ WJ7654 #KQ2 %K JS8:

3NT (still not showing anything ex-
tra, and while not thrilled to bid this,
it is the best description. Partner’s
negative double at this level will be a
hand with decent values).

M2 VAE6543 42 SQJ98T7:
Pass (partner will be surprised, but

you know what you are doing).
After 19-(44)-Dbl-(Pass) ?

M43 VAQ108762 A2 Q2

49 (the double is not for penalty, so
take it out to your seven-card suit).

AB2 WAKT765 42 S#AJ765:

5¢ (no, partner didn’t promise clubs,
but he had to be prepared to hear such
acall).

AQ54 WA10765 443 SAK2:

Pass (it is OK to leave in a high-level
negative double and hope to set the
opponents — pull only with extra
shape).

What if opener’s RHO bids after
the negative double? For example, the
auction begins:

1 -(2¢%)-Dbl-(3¢k) ?

Opener’s bids are still natural, and
non-jumps are still minimums. The
only difference is that opener no lon-
ger has to bid. He can pass. So, with
lousy, flattish hands, opener usually
will pass. Volunteering a bid means
opener is anxious to compete. So, on
the auction above, opener would be
happy to pass with:

AA108 PWKJ7 #KQ32 765,
but would willingly volunteer 3% with:

AA2 VAQ8T7 #K10876 32.

QuizZ
What is your rebid as opener after
1%-(1¥)-Dbl-(Pass) ?

1) AK10 PK102 4654 S#AQ1076
2)A5432 VAQ 4542 HAQ103

M4 V8376 #A102 SAQJI654

What is your rebid as opener after
1¢-(29)-Dbl-(Pass) ?

4) AK10 VK102 ¢AQ1076 654
5)MK ¥J1032 4KJ108 #KQ32
6) MA2 ¥3 #KJ876 #K10762

What is your rebid as opener after
148-(39)-Dbl-(Pass) ?

7)MK7654 YVAQ K102 Q43
8)MABT765 ¥4 #A43 $A1043
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ANSWERS

1) INT. Balanced minimum with
hearts stopped (don’t worry about
having everything stopped; this is
more descriptive than rebidding 2ék).

2) 1M. A known 4-4 major-suit fit is
the priority.

3) 2¢k. A minimum with (typically)
6+ clubs.

4) 2NT. Same explanation as No. 1.

5) 2NT. Balanced minimum with
hearts stopped. Yes, you could con-
ceivably pass for penalties or bid the
clubs, but this is most practical.

6) 3¢k, Natural minimum. No, the
doubler didn’t promise clubs, but
should be prepared for this possibility.

7) 3NT. Balanced with hearts
stopped. Partner will have decent val-
ues for a three-level negative double.

8) 4. Natural. Is the doubler prom-
ising four clubs? No, but that is his
problem, not yours. &



