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Newer Players

Bidding Basics
 BY LARRY COHEN    larryco.com

Opener’s rebid after 1♥–1♠

This month, we will examine open-
er’s rebid after the auction begins 
1♥–1♠.

With his rebid, opener tries to show 
two things: strength (minimum, me-
dium, maximum) and shape (balanced, 
long hearts, or hearts and another suit).

Here is a run-through of what 
opener’s rebids mean:

Pass: Not allowed, unless the 1♠ re-
sponder was a passed hand. Otherwise, 
opener must take a second call because 
the 1♠ bidder is unlimited.

1NT: Any balanced 12–14 HCP hand, 
no four-card spade support (could have 
three-card spade support). Stoppers 
are not promised. Because the opening 
showed a five-card major, the shape 
will be 5–3–3–2. Examples: 
♠4 2   ♥K Q J 4 2   ♦K Q 8   ♣J 8 2
♠J 6 5   ♥J 10 8 7 2   ♦K J 2   ♣A K

Don’t repeat a five-card heart suit, 
and don’t rebid 1NT if you are 5–4 or 
have a singleton.

2♣: Five or more hearts and four 
or more clubs. This has a wide-range, 
but it’s not forcing. Could be a dead 
minimum, but also could be quite a 
decent hand – up to about 17 or 18 
points counting useful distribution. 
Can opener bid 2♣ with six hearts 
and four clubs? Yes, but usually with a 
minimum hand and six decent hearts, 
it is best to ignore the clubs and repeat 
the six-card heart suit. Rebid 2♥, not 
2♣ with, say:
♠3   ♥A Q 10 8 7 6   ♦A 2   ♣J 6 5 2.

Examples of 2♣ rebids:

♠10   ♥A Q 6 5 4   ♦K Q 2   ♣Q 10 7 6
♠A 2   ♥A K 7 6 5   ♦2   ♣10 8 7 6 5

2♦: Same as 2♣, but with diamonds 
as the second suit.

2♥: Six or more hearts and a mini-
mum hand. Occasionally could have a 
four-card minor not worth mentioning, 
particularly with a minimum opening 
bid.

2♠: Typically, four-card support 
(rarely three) with a minimum (up to 
about 15 points counting useful distri-
bution). This is not a “reverse”; it is a 
simple raise. Examples:
♠K J 7 6   ♥A Q 6 4 2   ♦Q 10 3   ♣2
♠K Q 5 4   ♥K J 7 6 2   ♦K 8   ♣J 4

When would opener raise to 2♠ with 
only three spades? With three reason-
able spades and a hand that didn’t 
look suitable for a 1NT rebid (a very 
weak holding in one of the minors). 
Examples:  
♠K J 4   ♥K Q 8 7 6   ♦A 10 4   ♣3 2
♠K Q 4   ♥A K 8 7 6   ♦10 8 7 4   ♣9

2NT: 18–19 balanced (says nothing 
about stoppers). Don’t make this bid 
with four-card spade support. It is not 
forcing: Responder can pass with a 
dead minimum. Examples:  
♠A 8 2   ♥K Q 8 7 4   ♦K J 3   ♣A J
♠K 2   ♥K Q J 4 2   ♦9 8 2   ♣A K Q 

3♣: A “jump shift”: strong, game-
forcing and natural. Opener will be 
unbalanced with five or more hearts 
and at least four clubs.  Examples: 
♠A 3 2   ♥A K J 6 5   ♦—   ♣A Q 10 6 3

♠2   ♥A K J 6 5 4   ♦K 2   ♣A K J 6
3♦: Same as 3♣, but with diamonds 

as the second suit.
3♥: Six or more hearts and a medi-

um/invitational hand, 16–18 points. No 
four-card spade support. Examples:
♠8   ♥K Q J 9 8 7   ♦A 3 2   ♣A Q 2
♠A 3   ♥A Q 10 8 7 6 5   ♦A 3 2   ♣2

3♠: Four-card spade support and 
roughly 16-18 in support. Examples: 
♠A Q 6 5   ♥K Q 10 7 2   ♦A 9 3   ♣2
♠A K J 7   ♥A Q 7 6 5   ♦K 2   ♣5 4

3NT: Because a 2NT rebid shows 18-
19 and a 2NT opener shows 20-21, this 
bid isn’t needed for a balanced hand. 
Therefore, it is defined as a very good 
trick-taking hand (long hearts and 
stoppers in the unbid suits), something 
like:
♠5   ♥A K Q 10 8 6 2   ♦A J 3   ♣K 2.

4♣: Unless your partner will know 
this is a splinter bid (very strong hand 
with four spades and a singleton or 
void in clubs), don’t make this bid.

4♦: Same as 4♣, but with short 
diamonds.

4♥: Lots of hearts and a very good 
trick-taking hand, something like: 
♠K J 2   ♥A K Q 6 5 4 3 2   ♦3 2   ♣—.

4♠: Very strong raise with four-card 
spade support (enough for game oppo-
site a 6-count). This is not a “closeout 
bid.” It shows a strong hand such as: 
♠A K 8 2   ♥A K Q 4 3   ♦K 2   ♣3 2.
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Overalls
	 1.	 Grace Dickison – Shirley Matchett, Miramichi NB	 74.31%
	 2.	 Carolyn Jarboe – Pat Shaw, Ojai CA	 74.30%
	 3.	 Judith Sanis, Gloucestershire, United Kingdom; Ron Smith, North York ON	72.70%
	 4.	 William Niemi, Wakefield RI; Timothy Yentsch, Jamestown RI	 72.62%
	 5.	 Joan FitzGerald – Cecily Ryan, St. John’s NL	 71.78%
	 6.	 Myles Maddox, Pleasant Ridge MI; Mary Smith, Hazel Park MI	 71.59%
	 7.	 Mary Courtright – Ann Marie Graves, Los Alamos NM	 71.43%
	 8.	 Brent Parsons, St. Joseph MI; Vern Robinson, Lakeside MI	 71.37%
	 9.	 Teresa Boyd, Dublin CA; Bonnie Macbride, Lafayette CA	 71.33%
	 10.	 Ed Judy, Bluffton SC; James Traudt, Hilton Head Island SC	 71.15%

Top scores by district
	 1	 Grace Dickison – Shirley Matchett, Miramichi NB	 74.31%
	 2	 Daniel Cecchelli, Hamilton ON; Rod McLeod, Burlington ON	 69.11%
	 4	 Jeremy Lynch, Millersburg PA; Russell Poppleton, Camp Hill PA	 69.44%
	 5	 John Welte – Martha Welte, Buffalo NY	 67.08%
	 6	 Edgar Bowers, Ellicott City MD; Bruce Cheney, Fallston MD	 65.48%
	 7	 Ed Judy, Bluffton SC; James Traudt, Hilton Head Island SC	 71.15%
	 8	 Mary Allen – Patrick Moos, Peoria IL	 66.67%
	 9	 Judith Sanis, Gloucestershire, United Kingdom; Ron Smith, North York ON	72.70%
	 10	 Gerald Koonce – Allan Siebert, Little Rock AR	 70.21%
	 11	 Agnes De Lany, Cincinnati OH; Jackie Toth, West Chester OH	 67.52%
	 12	 Myles Maddox, Pleasant Ridge MI; Mary Smith, Hazel Park MI	 71.59%
	 13	 Eldad Ginossar – Rosede Olson, Chicago IL	 69.71%
	 14	 Deana Liddy – James Nash, Omaha NE	 69.94%
	 16	 Theresa Ann Brantley, Mansfield TX; Henry Muzzio Jr., Fort Worth TX	 68.31%
	 17	 Mary Courtright – Ann Marie Graves, Los Alamos NM	 71.43%
	 18	 David Waterman – Terry Waterman, St. George UT	 67.76%
		  Sheila Berry – Patricia Kittock, St. George UT	 67.76%
	 19	 Elaine Green – Gregory Smith, Spokane WA	 66.46%
	 20	 Gail Lonnberg, Redding CA; Hilary Prince, Broomfield CO	 67.82%
	 21	 Teresa Boyd, Dublin CA; Bonnie Macbride, Lafayette CA	 71.33%
	 22	 Carolyn Jarboe – Pat Shaw, Ojai CA	 74.30%
	 23	 Fran Franklin – Gil Franklin, Canyon Country CA	 67.14%
	 25	 William Niemi, Wakefield RI; Timothy Yentsch, Jamestown RI	 72.62%

What is opener’s rebid on this auc-
tion:

	 Opener		  Responder
	 1♥		  1♠
	 ?

1. ♠5 4 2   ♥K Q 7 6 2   ♦Q J 2   ♣K Q

2. ♠K Q 2   ♥A 7 6 5 2   ♦4 2   ♣A 10 2

3. ♠5   ♥K Q 8 7 6   ♦K 10 7 6   ♣A K J

4. ♠A Q 10 9   ♥J 10 8 5 4   ♦A K 9 2   ♣— 

5. ♠K Q 3   ♥Q 10 7 6 5   ♦K Q 9   ♣A Q

6. ♠A Q 8 7   ♥A K Q J 10   ♦K 8   ♣3 2

7. ♠4   ♥Q 8 7 6 5 4   ♦A 2   ♣A K Q 10

8. ♠K 2   ♥A J 10 9 8 7 6   ♦A 2   ♣K 2

1.	 1NT. Balanced 12–14.
2.	 2♠. 1NT is acceptable, but with a 

low doubleton and good three-card 
support, this is more descriptive.

3.	 2♦. Five or more hearts, four or 
more diamonds, approximately 12–
18 (not enough for a jump shift).

4.	 3♠. Four-card spade support and 
approximately 16–18 in support.

5.	 2NT. Balanced 18–19.
6.	 4♠. Four-card spade support and 

approximately 19–20 in support.
7.	 2♣. It looks better to show at least 

nine of your cards, rather than 
rebidding 2♥ to show only six of 
your cards.

8.	 3♥. Six-plus hearts, invitational/
medium.
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Grace Dickison and Shirley Matchett

Senior Game 
winners

A New Brunswick pair 
won the ACBL-wide 
Senior Game held March 
11. Grace Dickison and 
Shirley Matchett of 
Miramichi scored 74.31% 
playing at the Newcastle 
Bridge Club in Miramichi. 
There were 2176 tables of 
players age 60 and older.


