Newer Players

Bidding Basics

The opponents open and we overcall

Overcalling at the one level

A one-level overcall shows at leasta
five-card suit, very rarely a great four-
card suit. The high-card point range is
approximately 8-17. With more, don’t
overcall - start with a double. Here are
some examples after the opponents
have opened 1e¢%:

AAQ762 WKI102 €654 386

Overcall1A. This is a minimum. If
vulnerable, it is borderline, but would
be clearer if the spades were better,
something like: AAQ1097.

AKJ4 WQ54 €J6432 Q2

Pass. This is a five-card suitand 9
HCP, but judgment is needed; the suit
islousy and the hand is lousy.

AA4 VWKJI9765 WAK3 &J2

Overcall1¥. This is a maximum, but
not strong enough to double and then
bid hearts.

AG54 VYAQ762 €AKQZ2 &3

Overcall 1¥. Yes, there is shortness in
the opponent’s suit, but doubling will
lead to a1 contract opposite, say:

AQ732 WKJ3 €86 wJ765.

Overcalling INT shows a hand that
would have opened 1IN'T but must have
the opponent’s suit stopped. Overcall
their 1M with INT holding:

AKJ9 WK63 K74 HAQJII
or

AQ106 YQ9 €KQJ103 eAQO.

Overcalling at the two level or
higher

A two-level overcall has a higher
minimum than a one-level overcall. It
is roughly opening bid strength and the
suit should be decent. Don’t overcall
with a so-so five-card suit and a so-so

11-count. Examples after their 1 :
A54 V9432 @A2 HAKJII987

Thisis afine 2% overcallin all
respects.

AQ54 VKJ765 Q54 K2

This is a pass. Don’t overcall 2 ¥ with
this mediocre hand and suit.

At the three level or higher, you want
to have even alittle more; atleast
opening bid strength and a decent suit
would be typical. After their 2, over-
call 39 with:

AA2 VWAQI076 €86 &HAQ32,
but pass with:

AJ42 WAJ765 K102 K2
Jump overcalls

An overcall that skips alevel is weak. A
jump overcall to the two level is like a
weak-two opening, and a jump overcall
to the three level is like a preemptive
three opening. Examples after they
openl¥:

AKQ9863 W32 @®K32 32

Jump to 2 & . If vulnerable, you might
want to have a little more, such as:

AKQJ1084 W32 K32 32
Jump to 3¢ with:
A4 V932 €763 &SKQJ10876

If vulnerable, you might want to have
alittle more:

AL ¥4 €J1076 #KQJ10876.

Versus preempts

Use the same guidelines as above.
You can’t “preempt a preempt.”
Accordingly, jump overcalls show
intermediate hands and decent six-
plus card suits. Over their 29 ,bid 3
with:
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AAQJI10987 WA2 €K32 &2

2NT and 3NT overcalls of a preempt
are natural. A 2N'T overcall shows
roughly 15-18 with their suit stopped.
Over their 29, overcall 2NT with:

AK2 VPKJ9 €AQ1074 wKJI.

A 3NT overcall of their weak two-
bid is “to play” — a very strong hand
that wants to be in 3NT. Over their
2 &, overcall SNT with either of these
hands:

AK2 YPK2 €K2 HAKQ10762
AKQ9 YK2 ¢AQ1063 BAKQ.

Ifthey preempt at the three level,
3NT is also to play. It could be made
with either of the hands just shown, or
much less, for example:

AKJ9 VK2 ¢AQJ105 wA107

After a four-level preempt, double
shows a good hand (intended as take-
out). A4NT overcall of any preempt
shows a good hand and a two-suiter
with atleast 5-5 (presumed to be the
minors).

Two-suited overcalls

This series is meant to be basic, but
curious readers can Google “Unusual
Notrump” and “Michaels” bids to
explore conventional two-suited
overcalls. In anutshell, these conven-
tions employ a way to show at least
5-5 in two suits. A jump overcall of
2NT shows the two lowest unbid suits.
A cuebid (bidding their suit) shows
the majors (1efe—2eo or1 4 -2 ¢).If
19-2¥ or 18 -2 M, the cuebid shows
the other major and either minor.

Bidding Basics quiz on page 52
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BIDDING BASICS
continued from page 51

Bidding Basics Quiz

What is your call after their 1% open-
ing with:

1) AAQJ102 ¥54 €J1032 ee32
2 MAQJ W54 SKB8765 432

3) AKQJ876 ¥32 42 10987

What is your call after their 2 ¢ (weak)
opening with:

4)MQ7654 VYQT76 €Q2 $KQ2
5 AKQJ1082 YA32 495 HAQ

What is your call after their 3% open-
ing with:
6) AK8762 WK54 Q5 &A32

7) AMAQ VK32 €AKQJ7 hJ43

What is your call after 1 ¢ —Pass-1
with:

8) AA2 YKQ10876 #A2 HJ76

Bidding Basics Quiz Answers

1) 1. Anormal minimum.

2) Pass. Not enough hand or suit to
overcall at the two level.

3) 2 & . Like aweak two-bid.

4) Pass. Not enough for a two-level
overcall.

5) 3M . Intermediate (you can’t pre-
empt a preempt).

6) Pass. Not enough for a three-level
overcall.

7) 3N'T. Hopefully partner has alittle
something.

8) 29 . This wasn’t exactly covered
above, but overcalling in this situation
follows the same rules. This is enough
for atwo-level overcall.
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